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TO THE 
GENEROUS AND PIOUS, 


ASSERTOR OF LOYALTY 
And the True 


PROTES TANT RELIGION, 
THE HONOURABLE 
Sir THOMAS CUTLER, 
One! _w_ his Maje s Deputy Lieu- 
= wg” and 
” On or the County of Glouce- 
_ fer, and Captain in his Majeſty's 


Royal Cittadel at PLYMOOT H, 
""&&.. 


| Honoured Sir, 


1 "Hat You bave ſo often 
fought for,and the Church 
k 4 of England bas ſo Jong 


pr '4 for , zt has Pleaſed the great 
'King 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
King of Kings in Mercy at laft to bring 
to paſs the diſcovery,and thereby,the diſ- 
appointment of the Enemies of this 


Church andState.For wbich as we are all 


bound to render our unfeigned T banks to 
theA Imighty,(wbo alone-givesV ifforyto 
Kings, and has once more preſerved our 
Regal Davie fromvbs baudgof Blood. 
thirſty and deceitful Men. )Sobave none 
invore reaſon 40 rejoyoe; hefore the-Lord, 
than-thoſe that ſerve' at bis Altar, and 
were deſigned to be $ acrificed  njon. it 


And among thoſe, none more than your 


poor Servant, whoſe unfeigned ( though 


| wſeleſs ) Loyalty bas been (0 long coun- 
ted bis Crime , that #t can ſcarce yet 
render bim acceptable to thoſe men , 
who.ſay to the Miniſters. of the Goſpel, 

—_ — 
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The Epittte Dedicatory— 
or the Rebellions Fews-' did. to' the 
Prophets of old; *Speak untous ſinovrh 
things , Prophecy deceits ; Get you 
ont of the way; turn alide out” of the. 
path:  caliſe the Holy' One of Ifratl'ts 
ceaſe from us. But bleſſed be-God : 

»hd bas preſerved” 'the- Clergy of ths 
Chapeb 2 of England from the Super 
fitivt of Popery , and the Atheiſtcal 
Hipocri _ "of "Fi aniticiſm. To both 
which, as the whole World can witneſs 
your Loyal and Zealous Averſzon ; 
ſo am I bonngdiith_ Gratitude to: "ailing 
ledge the great Encouragements I bave 
aways recerued © from your Generous 

Bounty in that narrow Sphere, where- 
in I move;. For which 1 can onely offer 
up my Prayers to the Great God of 


Recom- 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 

Recompences ; That be would fill con 
tinue you in that true Religion, which 
you bave received from ſo many Noble, 
ſo many Honourable Anceſtors , 2u the 
 deſerued Favonr of the beſt of Princes, 
and the beft Fudge of Worthy Per- 
lons , andin the due Reſpeft and He. 
nour of all Loyal Men, among whon 
be pleard to admit of tbe moſ bumble, 

moſt __— 'n ledgments of, T 
Sir, W 


- Your nin Qbliged aol 
. very Fairbful Seryant, 


"RI a 7 
k - &: - if 
C..P. 
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PSAL. p hs 


He falleth down and humbleth himſelf; that 
the Congregation of the Poor may fall into the 


bands of his Captains. 


Ebellion ( fays Samuel ) is as the 
eg Sin of Witchcraft; Nor need we 
| % ſeck far for proof of his Afſer- 

> tion, fince they both betray 


themſelves to be the Offspring of the ſame 


_ Father. Satan firſt rebelled againſt the greac 


Monarch of the whole World, and, though 
his Ambition tumbled him down from the 
brightRegions of Bliſs into eternal Chains of 
Darkeneſs, yet his Inftruments carry on the 
fame Rebellion ſtill ; though the Scene be 
changed, and the Plot carried on at a 
diſtance, the Deſign 1s ſtill the ſame, one- 
ly that our carchly Rebels are i this the 
worſe Devils, that they- dare rebel againſt 
God and the King too.. Nor do they in 
any thing more reſemble the firſt Founder 
of their Society, and the perpetual 
_— of their Dark Cabal , than thar 


B all 


(2) 
all their unſucceſsfulneſs doth rather en-' 
hance than abate their Malice, anely drive 
them the more deſperately on, though they 
are convinced that Heaven it ſelf, and all 
that is called God be arm'd againſt them , 
and all the Powers of Hell and Darkencfs 
" Not able to protect them from that Fate, 
which they ſeem to hug , becauſe they can- | 
not avoid. To ſearch theRecords of all back- *, 
ward Ages of the World, and ſhew yau this 
black Spirit working in the Sonsof Perdingy 
ever ſince there was a Monarchy on Farch, 
which,I am ſure,is the Antienteſt and, conſe- 
quently,the beſt Governmentin the World, 
inſtiruced by God himſelf, the great King 
of Kings , by whom all Kings reign, 
and from whom alone they derive their 
Power, as being the onely Repreſentatives 
of the Celeftiall Polity ;i ( for 1n Heaven 
there's'no Republick.) This would be as 
far from the buſineſs of the Text, as it is, 
from my Intentions ; let ir ſuffice that I 
have choſen an inftance in theReign of him, 
who was not only Anointed by Gods 
immediate command, but ina more eſpe- 
ciall manner a Type of Gods Anointed, 
_ Chriſt the Lord ; perſecuted and harafled 
by that\very Brood , whoſe unhappy Off- |, 
| ſpring 


\ a) 
ſpring crucifh'd the King of Glory. Holy , 

David ( we all know ) had troubles more 
thanenough, and the more, becaufe he was 
Holy:( all that will Ive godly in- Chef Teſus 
ſhall ſuffer Perſecugion') whoſe whole life 
though it were but one continued Scene 
of Aﬀictions,yet we find his Crofs doubled, 
when. he came to. the Crown: The our- 
ward ſplendor of which , though it be'ad- 
mired by all, yet is it's 1ntrinſfick Weight 
and Burthen underſtood by few, but thoſe 
that bear it... But of all che Troubles,which 
like Thornes ſtuffd his Diadem, and peirc'd 
| his. Sacred Temples, we find none” ſtrike. 
ſo deep, as that which occafion'd this Plalm 
and Text, Viz, -a-: Rebellious Son, and a 
Perfidious' Fayorite ; The one of whom, as 
he might .rcaſonably have expected to be 
the Staff of his Age ; ſo mighthe juſtly have 
hoped, . that the: other-by his Wiſdom and 
Counſel ſhould: have: guarded his Crown 
and Dignity, who was exalted toſo great 
- Emineiicy 1n the State, and admitted to ſuch 
an Incmacy with his Prince... Butalas! we 
{ke,-( and I with. we had never ſeen-it') that 
the beſt of Princes cannot tranfmit Vertue 
with their Blood ; nor. infuſe Gratitude, 
where they beſtow their greateſt Favors. 
Th B 2 Let 


WW 
Let Abſolom be never ſo dearly beloved 


. and careſs'd by a tender David? yet alitcle 


"A. 4F- F- 


: Eccleſ.2,. 1. 


Math. 24. 45- 


Popular Air ſhall ſtifle his Duty to him, 
who gave him Lite; Let Achitophe be 
raiſed never fo high by the Beams of 
Majeſty; yet the next blazing Comet ſhall 
make fon forget the benign Influences of 
that Sun, that exalted him from- the Dung- 
hill co ſet im among the Princes of t 

Pcople. I hope you do not. ſuſpect, that 
Iam going about to draw that Parallel, 
which ts ſo obvious to every eye, and has 
already been the task of fo many Saryri- 
cal Pens; I remember I am this day to 
Preach; and 'tis below the Sacred buſineſs 
of thePulpic to ſtab with Gooſe Quills, or 
execute Malefactors with InyeQtives. David 
tells us, that Gods Arrows are ſbarp in the 
hearts of the Kings Enemies ; and we neednot 
add ſharpneſs there, where Confcience daily 
ſets the Edge ; yet ſince Solomon: tells us, 
that To every thing there is a Seaſon, and he 
that would be accounted a Faithful Steward 
in Chriſts Family , muſt give the Houſhold, 
as their Meat, ſo in due Seaſon too. I hope 
the preſent face of things will juſtify my 
choice of the Subje&t now before us, and 
if you cannot chooſe but make the Appli- 
cation 


(s) 


cation your ſelves, upon their Heads beit , 
who gave the Cue. That. I may not there- 
fore drſappoint you of aSermon by a tedious 
Preface , or by making Apologics for my 
Diſcourſe before hand, (which yet not long 
ſince they had need to do, that durſt ſpeak 
| Loyalty even in the Pulpic ) give me leave 
| ſead youto the Text, by looking a little 
back on the Context, which will give you 
| the occaſion of the Pſalm, and the meaning 
of.the words Iam to inſiſt on. | 

The Pſalm therefore in general is a Pathe- 
tical complaint of David to Almighty God, 
{ ofthe Pride, Treachery, Malice and Cruel- 
| ry of wicked Men, who ( as his Son, the 
| wiſeſt of Kings, fays ) ſeek, only Rebellion ; 
| and theſe wicked men ( Expoſitors tell us, ) 
| arc thoſe whom he had maintamn'd and pre- 
| fer'd in his own Court, 'and therefore were 
| the more wicked, and the more dangerous; 
| Of which veryPerſons heſays:It is not an Open 
| Enemy that hath done me this diſÞonour, for then 
| Tcould bave born it: Neither was it mine Adver- 
| ſary, that did magnify himſelf againſt me : for 
| then( peradventure ) Iwould have hid my ſelf 
from him.But it was thou, even my Companion ,, 
my Guide , and mine own Familiar Friend, 
We took ſweet Counſell together , and walked 


NN 


| (6) 
'in the Houſe of God as Friends. And this 
very well agrees with the Character in my 
Text. For though in the former part of the | 
Pſalm , wehave the Lion drawn Rampant, | 
roaring out his Cruel and Bloody Inter 
tions, {corning all Reſiſtance, either from 
God or Man, asif he were ſure of his Prep, 
boaſting of his hearts deſire, and confident 
that he could not be moved, Verſ. 6. Yet, 
leſt this boyſterous noiſe might. rouze the 
Royall Game, and make; them provide for 
their own ſecurity ; inmy Textand the two 
preceding Verſes, we find himan another 
ſture ; though he will in no wiſe for- 
ſake his Lioniſh Fetlity and Cruelty, yet he 
- willdraw onthe Fox's Skin to conceal 1t, 
and therefore he:turns Huntſman, Verſ, 8, 
He fits lurking in the ſecret places of the . 
V 1llages » *Eyxghhtai' of ode were. TS KAYTun, 
he lurk's among the Rich Farmers: :and 
Country. men.;/ among thoſe who are mot 
likely to be drawn in by his glozing and 
ſpecious Pretences, and there he lyes ſecret- | 
ly as a Lion in his Den, Verſ. g.. and there 
on Th x11 TaTHINOT auT9v, xvu, % hate Ta} 3 LURY 
led upon his Nett, wrap'd 1nan Hypocritical 
garb of Humulity and Piety, he falls down, 
and humbles himſelf, that the Coegeane, 
| x 


« by) 


of the Poor may fall into the hands of his Cap- 


tains. jo 1 
So that mv Text 1s the Character ofa 


| Religious Rebel, a Villain; for ſoit will eaſily - 


appear, if welook on the words, either as a 


part of the foregoing Metapher, or as a de- 


ſcription of hum, who was the occaſion of 
this querulous Pſalm,viz, the Rebellious Ab- 
folom , who humbly beg's leaye to goto 


Hebron; not to pay his Vow to the Lord, as * *=: :5. 7 


he falfly pretended, but to prepare a Re- 


bellion againſt his King; not out of any 


regard to Religion, bur to ſerve his own 


| Ambition; notto ſerve God , but his own 


Intereſt; where be falls down indeed , and 
ſeem's to humble himſelf to God , but in 
ths ſame poſture Courts the People; and 


| all jthis , that the Congregation of the 


Poor, the Ctus Inopum , the Multicude of 
Poor helpleſs People,” that: knew not his 
Drifts, nor were prepared to reſiſt him, 
might fall iito the hands and power of his 
voracious Followers,or as it is according to 
the 70. 7 TW auT0y AT aXWpieer TOY TW1TW), that 
himfelf may Lord it over the Poor. . 
Diviſions are of late ſo dangerous, that I 
ſhall not dare ſo much-as to divide my Text, 


and therefore ſhall only raiſe from 1t onePro- 
| poſition, 


Math. 7, Is. 


(8) 
poſition', which Thope to proye more in- 
fallible, than ever proceeded either from 
the Roman Chair , or the Geneva Claſlis: 
And that is this, That itis no new ching for | 
the Worſt of men to make uſe of the Sacred | 
Name of Religion , to palliate the moſt a- | 
bominable Undertakings. Blood-ſhed, the 
Murcher of the Fathers and Defenders of | 


| Religion, pious Kings and Princes, deftructi- 


on and Maſlacre of their fellow Subjects, 


pulling downand — all Order 


and Polity in the world, muſt be all uſherd in | 
(as we ſee it this day ) with the Lamb-like, | 
harmleſs voyce of Religion: And though | 


in theſe Glorious times of the Goſpel they 


cannot poſſibly think fo, yet they will pre- 


tend , that in all this they do God ſervice; | 


ſo true 1s that of our Saviour; They come to 
us in Sheeps cloathing , but inwardly they are 


ravening Wolves, 


My Propoſition has been ſo ofcen, and fo 
ſadly proved, even among our ſelves, that co 
g0 abour to confirm it by Arguments or 
Preſidents,were to light you with aLanthorn 


. 1n the Sunſhine, or to. perſwade you thar 
you arc wounded , when you arc roaring 


under the ſmart and anguiſh of the blow. Yer, 
{ince the Sincerity of our Religion, and the 


Juſtice 


(9) 


Juſtice of. our Nation will not ſuffer us to 
paſs Sentence upon any thing withour full 
proof, let me beg your patience, while 1 
call an: Evidence or two out of the Record 
of Scripture, and the Chronicles of for- 


mer Ages; »which,though they do nor ſpeak 


(vie4 woce,)as Witneſſes in Temporal Courts 
uſe and ought to do, yet fince their Evi- 
dence 1s handed down tous by the Infalli- 
ble Spirit of God, who neither will deceive, 
nor: can be.deceived ; I hope we need not 
fear an Tngnoramus on the Bill; for if Men 
believe not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will 
they believe, though one are from the Dead, 
to teſtify his: Knowledge of the thing. 
That I may not therefore inſtance in 
matters of Private Concerns ( in which alſo 
wicked Men . palliate -their Evil Deſigns 
with the. ſhew of Piety and Religion) I 
ſhall confine my-ſelt ro that which 1s more 
properly the Buſineſs of the Day , viz. 
Rebellionagainſt Lawful Kings and Princes; 
Of which the Firſt that offers it ſelt to us in 


| - Holy Writ, 1s that-remarkable one of Corah 


and his Company againſt Moſes , the 
meckeſt Man upon all the Earth, and there- 
fore the moſt likely to have retain'd theLove 
and Allegiance of his Pcople , had he nor 
EL been 


(10) 
been to deal with a Stiff-necked and. Rebellious 

Generation, of whom God himſclf fays by 
his Prophet , that they were Rebellious from 
their Touth up ; even in the Infancy of their 
, Government they began to be-Rebcllious. 
And this Rebellion we find uſher'd in with 
the pretext of Religon. For _—_— 
Moſes and Aaron govern'd them by 
Laws both Temporal and Spiritual, which 
were dictated by God himſelf; yer in the 
Pride of their: Hearts they thought them- 
ſelves already fo perfect in what they could 
teach them, that they were become a Law 
to themſelves , amd therefore .counted 1t a 
piece of Uſurpation', an Invaſion of their 
Privileges, for the Prince to command, or 
the Prieſt to preſume to teach thoſe, who 
now thought themſelves fit to be Teachers 
of others, and therefore fay they, 7e take too 
much upon you, you Moſes' and Aaron; are not 
all theCongregationHoly as well as ye! and muſt 
we {till ſubmut co your Magiſterial Com- 
mands 2 No, we have Princes of the Con- 
gregation,that will yindicate our Liberties, 
and force a Toleration for us, that cyery 
Man may do, what ſeems. good in his own 
eyes;we all know,as well as you, how to Serye 
and Worſhip God, and therefore will not any 


longer 
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longer be reſtrain'd by Human Authority. 
You have no Power over our Conſciences ; 
thatis Gods Prerogative; we have our Char- 
ter from. Iim ; and .rather than pare with 
| that, we will burſt your bonds aſunder, and 
caft away your Cords from us. And had not 
Gods Providence and Care of future Ages 
Signalized this Primitive Rebellion with 
aNotorious and Miraculous Punihment, 
I am afraid, our Age would have argued it 
as a Preſident, and from thence havepleaded 
che Lawfulneſs of Rebelling for Liberty of 
Confcience.For ever therefore blefled be'the 

cat King.of Kings, who has'ſer forth 
, merry at as a Landmark for others to 
ayoid the ſame Rock ; And thrice bleſſed be 
his Glorious Name, who has ſo Graciouſly 
dehyer'd ' our- meek Moſes and our Pious 
Aarons from theBloodyZeal of thoſe Sons of 
| Rebellion, who with the falſe Name of Reli- 
' »Sion would this Day have extirpated the beſt 
| Government and the Pureſt Religion in the 
World;Even folet all thine Enemues periſh, 
OLord, but let thoſe thatlove him be as the 
Sun when he gocth forth in his Might! 

The next Inſtance we have of this,1s that 
of Abſolom , who is now grown ſo ſtale a 
Theme, that you cannot bur think it Super- 
-— fluous, 


(12) 
fluous, though nor /impertinent, to mention 
bim. We all know: his: pretended Zeal ro 
Religion and Juſtice, the:one of. which was 
nor pure enoughtor his Tender. Confctence 


at Court, but he muſt to. Hebron to _ 
ſcly 


his Vow there; and-the-Other ( as he fa 

and Traiterouſ]y- pretended )- either peryer- 
cd, or ſo flackly adniniſtred,” that; he gets 
him .ro' the Gate,. wherein an -Humible poſ- 
cure he profters! himfelf to the Rabble(:who 
had_need, I confels; at Seyerity of Juſtice 
co, curb their Infolengies )) 'and there he falls 
downand Humbles, himſelf ,before' them; When 
any Man came -'nigh_;unto/him,: to., do him 
 Obeyſance, - he put ;forth his hand and took him , 
and: kifſed bim'; and:in the next Verſe-*tis ſaid, 
So Abſolom ale the hearts of the Men of Iſrael: 
But 1t 15-not long. before we hear the prying 
of his Vow in Hebren, and his performance 
of Juſtice in the Gate; the Congregation of 


the Poor are fallen into. the hands.of his.C 4Þ-' 1 


tains, and his King and. Father, forced: to. 


fave his lite by an Ignomumious Flight.i Bur. 


once more and for ever praiſed bethe-great 
Febovzh , who deliver'd David his Servant 
trom a Rebellious Son, and Ungrateful, and 
Perfdious Counſellor, who hung up that 
Tropny of his Juſtice , that Poſterity and 
tuture 


(13) 
future Agesmght;* ſee, and do no more ſo wick- 
edly And let,us pray , that all the Enemies 
of our Royal David, and all that riſeup againſt 
him to db him hurt, may be as that Young Man 
OCH Sr SHIOWS 2 TL» # 
. 'It would be too tedious now to diſplay Fe- 
roboam's;Rehgious Stratagem to move the 
People to-a Rebellion, by pretending to. caſe 
ther'of the»Biarthen of that Worſhip which 
was <cRabliſhed by Law at Feruſalem, and 
cherctareanviting them to his own way of 
Worſtip;n places as remote , as he could, 
fromthe: Riyal, Ciryand: Mother-Church,that 
ſo they :mighe-nar be won by the: Loyalty 
and Uniformity,whuciuthey: ſhouldiſee there, 
ether |to their Allegiance to the 'Houſe of 
David;-or to David's Religion.. I ſhall not 
trouble you with/a 'Trantcripe of -Foſephas,. 
or Euſebizs,concerning Theudas the Sorcerer 
(of whom; St. Luke writes in the Ads of 
the Apofiles ) who , that he. night ſbr up 
the Zews to a Rebellion, called himſelf a 
Prophet, and told them, that for their Del:- 
verance our of the- hands of the Enenues of 
' their Religion , he would work Wonders 
for them, make Fordan divide it felt. as for 
their Forefathers of old , that they might 


eſcape out of the Idolarries of Egypt. Nor 
ſhall 


(14) - | 
ſhall I mention Judas the: Galilean, who , as 
Euſebias tells us out of Foſephus,: ſeduced the 
People of that Region to Rebcllion, telling 
them that they ought not to ſuffer Humane 
Authority to rule over. their Conſciences, 
or to preſcribe Laws in matter of Religion. 
Still it 1s in Nomine Domini, the Sacred Name 
of God is brought in to palliate their Rebel- 
lion; and how many cold Blaſts of thisDoc- 
trin we haye had from theScotch-Horn,who 
under the Pretexts of Religion and Refor- 
mation have permitted ſofew of our Sacred 
KingsAnceſtors to goinPeace to thewGrayves 
is fitter for Authority to ;3remember , than 
for me to mention. Nor need Ido it , ſince. 
at this very day we ſee, . that a Conſpiracy: 
againſt the Life and -coyernment'/of the beit 
_ of Kings,cannot be:earry'd on-withour a: 
Religious (I mean a Scoriſh ) Agitaror.I ſhall 
not trouble: you therefore withmore Wit-1 
 neſſes (though they be almoſt innumerable): 
to provethe/Truth of my-Afertion,but ſhall 
conclude 'my Evidence: with ' a Maxim. of - 
the wiſeſt of Kings, Prov.-x7.11.- An evil 
Man ſeeks only Rebellion , therefore a- Cruel 
Meſſenger ſhall be ſent againfl him. 
Now becauſe the End of all Sermons is 
Inftrution, and the beſt Inftruction 15-that 
which 


._ 00} 
which tends moſt to Practiſe; give me leave 
todraw down thoſe Practical Inferences , 
whiehare moiſt Natural from the Text, and 
—_ Uſeful for our ſelves upon this Occa- 
TE. Rs, 

The firſt- Inference therefore will be; That 
wehaveacare how we hearken to thoſe men, 
that make the greateſt Noiſe about Religion, 

which is not a thing of Talk and Noiſeand - 
Tumult ,, but. a Quiet, Calm, Peaceablc 
thing... The Author of it was the Lamb of 
God, who neither. ſtirred up the Jews to 
Rebell againſt the Roman Heathen Ceſar, 

| nordid heeyermakeoulſc of any Siniſter, or 
| Violent Means. to eſcape the: hands of his 
| Bloody Perfecutors and Crucificrs , who en- 
| vied him fornothing more than hisReligion 
| which hecameon Purpoſe to plant among 
| them, and which was to be waterd with his 
| ownBlood,and brought to perfection by his 
| ownDeath, But he was ann pas he was af- 
' flifled,yet he opened not his mouth;he was brought 
 asaLamb to theSlaughter,W as aSheep before her 
| Shearersis dumb, ſo opened he not his mouth. Iſa. 
53. 7. As for Corruption in Religion, it was 
never ſo general among the Jews , as at his 
| coming into the World ; Yet in all his Ser- 
mons and Diſcourſes to them,(though ſome 
; times. 


a 


(16) 
tices he was forc'd to pronounce a-'Woe to 
the Hypocritical Profetſors, and Lewd liyers 
among them ) yet he'never did{ashe fright 
have done) in the leaſt excite the Romani 
their Governors to perſecute or deitroy 
. them, bur himſelf ſubmirted to: them, that 
| they might not take any Occafiontrom his 
Practiſe to deal hardly. with his' Country- 
. men and Brethren according to the Fleſh, and 
exhorted all his Hearets'to do' ſo. likewiſe, 
thac they-might not Pull down Vengeance 
on themſelves. - In all-his : Actions 1n the 
whole Courſe of his Life; he was a Pattern to 
them of Meckneſs,'' Gentlenefs, Peaceible- 


neſs and Subjection. And:truly, Iam afraid, | 
thoſe men , who make ſuch an Hurry and | 
'Clatter abour Religion, are not his Diſciples, | 
_ :nor did; they ever learn it fromthe King of | 
: Righteouſneſs and the: Prince of Peace, <- | 
ſpecially when they make Religion theArgu- | 
ment of Publick Commotions and Diſtur- | 
-bances. And therefote it will neerly concern | 
us to take St. Foh's Advice, 1 Ep. 4 ch 1.y. | 


.n0t to believe every Spirit, but to try the Spirits, 


whether they be of God; not to follow eyery | 


Teacher , that pretendsto be infpir'd, bur 
to make Tryal of all, chat ſhall fo precend, 
by the Rules aftorded' them both by Moſes 


COT O nt WE c 
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and Chrift.. For certainly there, is no thing 
doth more truſh and hinder us in ourJourney 
to the heavenly Canaan, than to ſtand thil , 
and liſten to every Whiſper, -to every one 
chat ſhall pull us by the Sleeve, andrtalk to us 


on the Road. 


Do you meet any then, that ſays, Tis 


true, your Aim 1s good , your Deſign pious 
in the Voyage you have undertaken toward 
Heaven and Happineſs; but are you ſure 


' your Guide 1s faithful, that he will not 


Hand you abour, or bring you intoa wrong 
way, whuch will never. bring you, at leaſt 
not fafcly,to your Journcys end ?Iam your 
Friend, ( fays he) andI ſpeak this out of 
Kindneſs to you, and in the Fear of. the 
Lord, 'tis dangerous to truſt thoſe guides, 
that are impos'd on,you by Human Authori- 
ty, Since God himfelf has chalked you out 
a Way ſo Plain, that you cannot mils it, 


' and you have Eyes 1n your Head, and can 


ſee as well as thoſe, that call themſelves Seers 
in Iſrael. Have a care of ſuch a Man; Either 
he 1s out of the way himſelf,and out of aBlind 
Zeal endeavors to ſeduce other into the 
ſame Mazes and Labarynths, (for even Error 
it ſelf deſires Company, and loves not to be 
alone: ) Two is better then one , isa Maxim 


that 


acknowledge; }-ordichtis 


—. Ja_  .. 
that all-men-, bad as welFas good; grant and 
non 


—_ and thinks himſelf. fit to Judge 
4 | 


Epheſe, 4; 11, 


Cenſare others; and wonld have you 
thiow offand diſown your ſpirirual Guites, 
pretending , that he himſelf has greater 
Sanctity and abillity for thoſe very Offices, 
which he would'decry in others. Remember 
that God led hisPeopleof old by the hands 
of Moſes and Aaron , 'and their fhghting of 
thoſeGuides made them wander fo long 1n 
the Wilderneſs, and fo- few of them to en- 
er into the/promifed Land.” "And remem- 
ber alfo; thar it was God; andnot'Man, 
who gave ſome" Apoſtles,ſome Prophets, and ſome 
Fvangelifts, and fome Paſtors . and: Teachers, 
for the prefefiing of the Saints far the work'of the 
miniſtry'tor the: Edifying.of the Body of 'Chrift, 
And'they that fer ehrly thoſe,andwill have 
Guides of their ownſertingup, Rebcl againſt 
God, by whom they arcfſent, and can enicle 
themſelves to no'orher Leader, bar. tohim, 
whois called Abaddon and 4pallyon, the King 
of Locuſts, -and the Deſtroyer of all Grace 
and Goodneſs. In aword, Dan and Bethel 
may haye Temples, or rather Conyenricles, 


outwardly pargitted with the ſhew of Revye- 


rence and Religion, Holineſs to the Lord may 


(19) 
be written onthe walls, bue the ay within 
( to which. Men felt. dewn :and humble them- 
Ln ) are butthe Calves of the People, to 
whoſe ſervice they conſecrate their Ear-rings 
and Jewels, while Zeroboar ſets up his Tyran- 
ny, and ſwallows. their Eſtates. Feruſalem on- 
.yisa City that is at Unity withyn herſelf , 
whereis:that Mount Sionn which 1s theTem- 
pleof the Lord, which he has choſentg be 
anHabitation for himſclf:of which he has ſaid 
This ſball be my Reſt. for ever,here will I dwell, for 
1 have adelight therein. And that the poor may 
not beenvergled with the pretences of weal- 
. thy Hypecrites, or be moyed to tranſgreſs 
forapacec of. Bread, and .(.as Solomon-ſays 1n 
another caſe ) Y. 16. of that Pſalm he ſays, 
Twill bleſs ber Viluals with Encreaſe, and will 
ſetifie,ber Poor, math Bread. And.;that che 
Preiſts may,not be ſtagger'd in their ſervice, 
nor deferttheir Station in theHouſe of God, 
v. 17. he ſays, 1 will deck her Prieſts with 
eatth, and her Saints ſhall. rejoyce and ſing. 
And that Dawdalſomay not bediſcouraged 
'12 waiting upon. his God ( though perhaps 
an Abſalom, or Jeroboam may with glittering 
ſhews, and glaring falſe. Pretences at . once 
ſeduce anc aabcabe Pcople,co Sin ) he {ajes, 
' v. 18, 19. There will I make tbe Horn of 
: D 2 David 


Pal. 11,21, 
V.15. 
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David to flouriſh, Thave ordain'd a Linthorn 
for mine Anoynted ; As for his Enemies , I ſball 
chath them with ſhame, but upon himſelf ſhall 
his Gr own flouriſh. = _. wy. 
Again, Doth any one come to, you 1n 
Samuels Mantle, in the. garb and: poſture 
of a_ Prophet? and 1n that Sacred Diſguiſe 
_ falſely whiſper to you, what that Apparition 
aid truly to Saul; That God 1s departed from 
. the King, and become his Enemy ( for ſuch 
Sprights alfo there are now abroad in the 
World, and thoſe in black too) have a care 
now, and ſtand upon your Guard! L 
diligently about'you;, are ye not got in 
Endor &'re you are aware? Isnot -the Witc 
and theDevil at work now 1nſtead of Samwue!, 
tempting you to ill Thoughts of him 
whom that more ſure Word of 25 he ' 
Word of God tells you , ye ſhall nor darc 


ſo muchas to think irreverently of? Remem- | 


ber that Apparition was an Extraordinary 
thing; never permitted but once, a thing 
+ thar frighted the Witch herſelf; and noe like- 
ly tobe repeated again for every Fantaſtick 
mans-ſake,that would pretend tolnſpiration. 
"Tis true indeed, there are ſuch. Spirits in-the 
World. but they are KaxzeAhaiures, Wicked 
Spirits, Spirits of 'Rebellion and —_ 
Tx an 
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and Murder, as 'St- Paul: prophecies of> - 
'2Tim. 3.v.4. Traiterous, heady, high minded, 
lovers of pleaſures, more than lowers of God. Such 
as St. Jutedeſcribes, v. 8. who deſpiſe Domi- 
nion,ſpeak evil of Dignities , and theſe St. Paul 
tells us in the foremention'd place to Timo- . 
thy, have a form of Godlineſs; they ap- 
pear hike Lycifer himſelf, when he is tran{- 
| form'd into an Angel of Light, all clad wich 
the bright and glorious Raics of pretended 
Sanctity,as they wereSons of the-Morning, 
ſome of the Corps du Guard to the great King 
of Heaven: But then have a Care, | Mzlier 
formoſa * ſuperne - Deſinit in Piſcem. Beware 
of the Cloven foot under the Robes of - 
Light; for though they have the Form of 
Godlineſs, yet you-may be ſure they deny 
the. power of it, who endeavour to leſſen 
and vilify thoſe Perſons in your Opint- 
on , who bear the Imageand Stamp of Him, 


| - from whom they derive their Authority ; 


-and while they command nothing bur 
what1s in their Commuſſion, are no leſs to 
be Obeyd, than hethat fent them, and ſer 
them over us,howeyer are not in any caſe to 
be Refiſted; for whoſoever Reſiſt, ſhall re- 
ceive to themſelves. Damnation, Rom. 13. 2. 
Tnced not tell you the ſeaſonableneſs of this. . 
Ef Tc | Caution: 


Epheſ. 6.11, 


{ 23) 
Caution , the practiſe: of the men'of our 
Age has ſaved methat labour. Wetoo well 
know what they were doing, when'undera 
Pretcxt of defending Religion , they endea- 
vour'd the aa 6" Laws, which 
are_ the onely Hedge and |] Mound for its 


- preſervation, and under the yizor of Zeal 


to protect his Sacred Maieſty from Popith 
Cruelty , they went abour to deſtroy hin 
with a fanatical Rebellion. But, 0 ny Soul, 
come not thou into their Secret, unto thetr 
Aſſembly mine honour, be not thou united | who 
ſpeak friendly to their Neighbors but wna- 
ginc Miſchief ma their Hearts ; Deſtruddzon 
and unhappineſs are in their ways , and the way 

of Peace have they not known. BT 
Secondly, Therefore how great Caulſc 
have we to bleſs God!, who has1n mercy to 
us diſcoycr'd theſe utowelas 77 Augiay,. thei 
wiles and contrivancesof the Devil and his 
Accomplices, whoin mercy , meer -mercy 
to this. Sinful and Rebellious Nation 'has 
deliver'd David his Servant from the peril' of - 
the ſword, and from the hand of Strange Children, 
whoſe mouth talketh of wanity and their right 
hand is a right hand of iniquity , who ;has pre- 
Jerved him from the Blood-thirſly, and. deceitful 
Man, from the Bloody Romaniſt, and m_ 
| LIC 
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the deceitful Enthufiaſt, both whom the S oul PC, 5.v. 6. 


of God abhorreth. A King ſo dear to heaven, 

at it has ſhewn as many Miracles in his 
preſervation, as Hell hath produced Plots 
even to a Miracle for his Deſtruction. I need 
' nottell you of the Star at his Birth, which 
 thoughſome men will not admit to be ci- 
ther new or Miraculous, yetI am ſure was 
very ftrange and untiſual , and was ſetthere 


by- that hand, which as it never did any - 


thing 1n-vain, fo.did it never beſtow ſuch 
Signal Remarks, but upon Extraordinary 
Perfons, and \upon-Extraordinary Occafions. 
Nor nced I refreſh your Memories with a 
rehearſal of the wondertull Acts of Heaven 
in his whole Life, which though it has had 
its black lines of Afﬀiftion., more. perhaps 
than any other King weread of, in. the Mur- 
ther of thac Glorious - Saint his Royal Fa- 
ther, the Exile of Himſelf, and the whole 
Royal Family, in which he ſufferd more 
thar'I carvredlate, or. he would have born, 
had henot been ſuſtain'd by the Right Hand 


| ofthe Moſt High ( while he was; what Sr. z Cor. 
Paul fays of himſelf, In journying often , in 


perils of waters , in perils of robbers,in perils 
by bis own Countrymen., in perils by the Hea- 
they , in pertls inthe City, in perils in the wil- 
derneſs 


6.27. 
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derneſs, in perils in the Sea, in perils among falſe 
Brethren:In wearineſs,in painfulnes,in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirſt, in fasſting often, in 
Cold and nakedneſs ; beſides thoſe things, that 
are without , that which came upon him daily , 
the Care of the Church of God : witneſs 
that fierce Aſlault of Militiere , which he 
ſo piouſly ſuſtain'd , and as generouſly re- 
\ peld and vanquiſh'd. Nor ſhall I infiſt upon 
bs {tupendous and MiraculonsReftauration, 
which we all ought gratefully co-admure, 
though we can never reachthat\, whichis 
paſt finding out. And above all, with him, 
the Reſtauration of our Religion, which 
went. away and return'd with him, as if 
there were no God, while there was no King 
in Iſrael, and we could not ſerve and worſhip 
the one, as we ought to do, unleſs we per- 
form'd our Homage and Allegiance to the 
other. And all this m meer Mercy to us;for 
Icanſcarcecall it any to him, who ſeems 
to be reſtored only to new. Aﬀictions;by the 
Ingratitude and. repeated Rebellions and 
 Confpiracies of a ſtift-necked and Hipocri- 
tical Generation , who repay. all thoſe 
Bleſſings that by him ate conveyed to us, 
not only by reproachtul and-contumelious 


Exod. 22. 28. -language , which Moſes cals Reviling of 


the 


vs +0 .». So by 


cons ' > 
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the Gods, ( which has bcen the frequent 
and too known practiſe of many in their 


, Seditious Clubs, and Traytcrous Cabals, 


even of thoſe perfons, who would ſeem to 
be Religions ; F bur by Arthetrftically,Sacrile- 
ojoufly and Rebellioufly plocting and con- 
triving his Death, to whoſe Mercy and 
God-like Act of Oblivion, ſo many among 
ts owe thoſe Lives, which they wauld yer 
once more Sacrifice to the God of Rebel- 
lon , whom they have ſo long ſerved. But 


God, who alone "ed Victory to Kings, 
has once more dchverd David his Servant 


from the peril of the ſword, And why ? be-. 
cauſe the King putteth his Truft in the Lord, and 
im the Mercy of the mofl Higheſt he ſhall not 
miſcarry. O Let us reioyce therefore, and 


 ernumph inthe Name of the Lord our God! 


This is.the day, which the Lord hath made, we 
will rejoyce and be glad in it, even inthepre- 
ſence of all thoſe, that have an evil.will at Sion. 
AndI hope I need not urge many Argu-- 

mentto excite your Praiſe and Gratitude in 
this Day of our Salvation, onely ler our: - 
Jey be ſuch , as. becames good Chriſtians 
and good Proteftants; let us in the Words 
of our Orthodox and Loyal Mother 
the Church of England, Tag forth our Foy , 


Rot. 
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may put, to fulence the: Ignorapce of faotiſh many 
That God may once more . ſpeak. j 2 unthj; 
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